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ABSTRACT 

Oregon's educational needs were identified through 
120 in-depth interviews with the general public, educators, students, 
and dropouts. The result of these interviews was a list of 27 
critical needs. An interview instrument was developed around these 
critical needs, and was admin j.stered to a statewide sample of the 
population of Oregon who indicated on a 10--point scale the degree of 
need and the degree of effectiveness of schools in meeting the need. 
The interview instrument was also administered to 204 educators, 469 
students, and 52 dropouts who were students, dropouts, and staff 
members of 20 high schools, A table provides the 27 needs in priority 
order with the Need Rank and Difference Rank as perceived by the four 
population groups, (DB) 
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Public Law 90'-247 which amended the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 requires each st:ate to assess Its educational needs. The 
needs identified are to be used as the basis for the writing and approval 
of projects submitted for funding under Title III of the Act. 

The federal guidelines specify that the needs to be Identified must be 
in terms of the learner rather than institutional needs such as classrooms, 
teachers, buses, etc. Since Instruments are not available. to determine 
the required kind of needs, a study x<^as designed to pool the perceptions 
of many people as to what they thirik the learner needs are and as to how 
well the schools are meeting them. 

The two objectives of the project are' 

1. To identify those educational needs which are deemed critical by 
concerned segmenus of the educational and lay public. 

2. - To present relevant information describing the educational needs 

of tha state and their criticality for the state's use in the 
educational planning process. 

i ■■ ■ 

Through 120 in-depth interviews with the general public, educators, students, 
and dropouts, 27 generalized concerns or needs x^rere most frequently 
mentioned. These 27 do not represent the total needs of learners but are 
those that are thought to be the most critical at this time. (Objective #1) 

An interview instrument was developed around these identified critical 
needs and was administered to a statewide sample of the population of 
Oregon* Tlie field work was done by J, Roy Bardsley, Bardsley and Hasiacher, 
Marketing ResGarch Consultants. Because of the sample size and the method 
of selection of the participants $ the data derived from the study can be 
generalized to the total population of Oregon. Each person was asked to 
indicate on a ten-point rating scale the degree of need and the degree 
of effectiveness of schools in meeting the need. 

Due to financial constraints, sacrifices were made in sampling the three 
specific population groups. The interview instrument was also administered 
to 204 educators, 469 students, and 52 dropouts who were students , dropouts, 
and staff members from 20 high schools. The schools were identified by 
drawing a stratified random sample of hxgh schools in the state based 
on total enrollment, and were, by cliance, geographically c-istributed 
about the state. The sample size for the three groups and the method 
used 5:or identifying the individuals In the sample were such that a great 
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deal of caution must used in drawing conclusionG or generalizing from 
the sample to its total population. It would only be correct to state 
that the data derived represents only those who were included in the 
study and not necessarily the groups' population. 

It is of the utmost importance when drawing conclusions from the study 
to note that all of the needs were high positive needs based upon the 
method of identifying them. In no way is it proper or correct to state 
that there is little or no concern about any of the needs included in 
the study. 

A necessary result in a study of this type is to produce a priority 
listing of the identified needs. This was done, with the rank determined 
on the basis of both the degree of the need and the effectiveness of 
the school in meeting the need. It is important to ^realize that rank 
is derived by the relating of ar item (need) to the other needs identified 
and that it has no relation?;hip to rieer's not identified in the study. 
In ranking, one item must be first and another last while no provision 
is made for the total difference that exists between the first and last 
items in the priority listiii,«5. 
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